
S A F E  P L A C E S

Caring Adults

Safe Places

Healthy Start

Effective Education

Opportunities to Help Others

Safe Places Defined

Every child and youth needs and deserves

to be physically and emotionally safe

everywhere they are – from the actual

places of families, schools, neighborhoods

and communities to the virtual places of

media – and to have an appropriate balance

of structured, supervised activities and

unstructured, unscheduled time.

K E Y  I N D I C A T O R S : • Safe family

• Parental monitoring

• Safe school

• Safe neighborhood/community

• Safe outdoor play spaces

• Opportunity for involvement in high-quality 
structured activities

• Opportunity to participate in high-quality
structured activities

Young people need safe places at
home, school and in their communities.

In the National Promises Study, between one-
fourth and one-third of all young people “never”
or only “sometimes” feel safe at school and in
their communities.*

AGES
18–21
15–17
12–14
8–11

I feel safe walking around alone
in my neighborhood during the day.

91
85
83
72

I wish there were more places
I could hangout where I could

feel safe and have fun.

58
69
75
70

I feel safe walking around alone
in my neighborhood at night.

64
56
52
34

People my age aren’t really safe
anywhere they go because some-

thing bad could always happen.

35
45
47
57

In my town, people my age
need to watch out for bullies.

22
34
50
57

In my community, people my
age do too much fighting.

35
46
41
30

In my community, too many
people my age have guns,
knives or other weapons.

30
36
28
20

13
19
22
16

I don’t feel safe
enough at school.

THE VOICES OF YOUNG PEOPLE: SAFE PLACES
The charts below reveal the percentages of young people who “strongly
agreed” or “somewhat agreed” with the following statements:
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Use the “Sharing Your Community
Conversation” sheets in the Tool Kit to
capture the answers to these questions …

How is this promise being delivered in Dubuque
County? Who is delivering it?

• What groups or individuals are helping to deliver
this promise?

• What are some success stories you know about?
• Why is it working?

Where are we falling short as a community in
delivering this promise?

• What’s not working?
• Where are the gaps?
• Is there duplication?
• What’s missing in our community?

How can you make a difference? How can you
deliver this promise?

• What can you as an individual do?
• What can a group or groups do?
• Who should step up to deliver this promise

in our community?

What are the most urgent needs in our 
community?

Dubuque County shows a 15 percent greater
incidence of total juvenile arrests and
juvenile violent crime than the state
average.†

Youth in our county report spending six
or more hours per day without adult super-
vision: 19 percent of local sixth graders,
24 percent of local eighth graders and
60 percent of local eleventh graders.†


